Pathological stealing is kleptomanic behavior due to brain disease. As with kleptomania, there is an inability to resist stealing unneeded objects of insignificant value. 1 Kleptomania may be related to obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) and could respond to selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) medications, the treatment of choice for OCD. 2,3 Herein, we report 4 frontotemporal dementia patients with pathological stealing and their treatment with SSRI medications. Case 1. Ms A, a 59-year-old woman, had a 2-year history of petty theft and a progressive personality change. She would go into stores and take items without concern for payment or witnesses. She made personal comments to strangers, had a decline in empathy and self-care, and developed compulsive behaviors and an addiction to ice cream. On examination, she had a memory deficit, poor naming, and executive dysfunction. Functional neuroimaging showed decreased perfusion in the frontal and anterior temporal lobes.
Pathological stealing can be a prominent feature of neurologic disorders that involve the frontal lobes. 2, 5 The most common cause of pathological stealing appears to be frontotemporal dementia, a common dementia in the presenium characterized by disinhibition, inertia, lack of empathy, compulsive behaviors, and eating disorders. 4, 5 There is no established treatment for pathological stealing. One model suggests that compulsive, repetitive behaviors facilitate kleptomania, 3 implicating the use of SSRIs for pathological stealing. Unfortunately, neither the literature nor our patients support a definite response to SSRI medications for pathological stealing. 3, 6 Kleptomania, and pathological stealing, may be more similar to substance use disorders than to OCD, and future research should establish whether pathological stealing would respond to medications like topiramate or naltrexone. 7, 8 
